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The Present Hysteria 


HERE have been many signs in recent months 

of a type of hysteria in this country that is a 
serious threat to our institutions at home and to a 
sane and effective policy abroad. 

One form of the hysteria is censorship by private 
threats. The cancellation of Owen Lattimore’s lec- 
ture by a New Hampshire hotel and of Jean Muir’s 
part in a radio program by General Foods are two 
incidents that illustrate this process. When General 
Foods dropped Miss Muir from its program, the 
corporation’s representative said that since advertis- 
ing is designed to secure a favorable attitude toward 
its products, it must avoid the use of material or per- 
sonalities which may “provoke unfavorable criticism 
and even antagonism among sizable groups of con- 
sumers.” That is logical enough but its implications 
for all commercially sponsored programs are very 
dangerous. It means that the mere suspicion that 
any person has connections with unpopular views or 
causes may be sufficient to end that person’s profes- 
sional career, and it also means the regimentation of 
public expressions of opinion by popular clamor. All 
sponsors of radio and television programs must be 
sensitive to that clamor. And they will most often 
show this by their caution in the original planning 
of programs rather than by cancellations which also 
make enemies. In the police states it is the state 
that regiments opinion. Are we reaching the point 
in this country where the market regiments opinion ? 

The shameless attacks upon Secretary Chapman 
and his associates in the Interior Department is a 
sign of the hysteria on a somewhat different level 
because they are within the framework of govern- 
ment. They are the continuation of the phenomenon 
of McCarthyism. One especially ugly feature of this 
phenomenon is that it happens to be to the interest 
of the party that is out of power to smear anyone 
who is connected with the administration. Some 
party leaders have encouraged this process on the 
ground that one smear that sticks may outweigh all 
the mistakes that are made. Injury to the innocent, 
especially the innocent who do not have enough pres- 
tige or power to counteract the smear, is permitted 
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with a cynicism which would go well with hated 
Communist methods. 

We should add at this point the long struggle over 
the anti-Communist oath in the University of Cali- 
fornia where the public hysteria acting through the 
regents, against the will of Governor Warren and 
the whole academic community, after a series of 
complicated compromises created a situation in 
which thirty of the members of the faculty were 
ousted, no one of whom was suspected of disloyalty 
and many of whom were men of distinction with 
many years of service to the institution. 

These and many similar episodes have led a very 
friendly and understanding observer of American 
life, the correspondent of the Manchester Guardian, 
to observe that “it takes neither proof nor flimsy 
suspicion in America these days to damn the career 
and bedevil the good name of innocent men and 
women.” 

The hysteria showed itself in the Senate vote on 
the McCarran Bill. Only seven senators voted 
against it and yet the New York Times was able 
to say a few days before the vote: “It is hard to 
believe that any thoughtful member of Congress 
who loves freedom, liberty and democracy as much 
as he hates Communism could support this bill once 
he has a clear understanding of its contents.” This 
bill might create a system of repression in this coun- 
try that could be directed against many unpopular 
minorities if the men charged with enforcing its pro- 
visions should come to share the hysteria that forced 
its passage. President Truman deserves great credit 
for standing against it, all the more so in an election 
year. 

Still another sign of the hysteria are statements 
calling for action that might easily result in a gen- 
eral war. The statements by Secretary Matthews 
and General Anderson are two flagrant exampies 
and it is fortunate that the administration disowned 
them. Mr. Stassen received more acclaim for his 
proposals which, while not suggesting an immediate 
preventive war, looked toward an early show-down 
with Russia. Increasingly it is taken for granted 
that general war is inevitable. Any weighing of the 











probabilities in the light of past experience would 
make it difficult to deny the probability of such a 
war, but there are new elements in Communist 
methods of expansion which make prediction on the 
basis of past experience precarious. It would be 
more than tragic if the assumption that war is in- 
evitable should become the ground of its inevita- 
bility, for there may still be a chance to prevent gen- 
eral war if we learn to combine military strength 
with great patience and with moral and political 
resourcefulness. 

A series of limited and bloody wars of the kind now 
being fought are enough to try the patience of any 
nation, but if they are to be our lot they would still 
enable us to gain time, time for the non-Communist 
world to become more united and stronger, time to 


The Crisis 


CHARLES 


I 


“ HEN the Son of man cometh, shall He find 
faith on the earth?” 


This tremendous questioning of Jesus Christ 
points to the ultimate crisis of faith. For if at the 
end of the world, when history will have consum- 
mated itself, when man will have exhausted his pos- 
sibilities, when culture and civilization will have 
yielded all their secrets and borne all their fruits, if 
then at the end of time, when one may at least hope 
that man will have learned something, it is still ques- 
tionable whether there will be faith on earth, how 
hopeless the situation must be “between the times” 
when history still has something to say ! 


This then is our natural lot: to be faithless. No 
matter how faithful we might be, we can only—like 
the man of old—cry out with tears, “Lord, I believe, 
help thou mine unbelief.” And frankly, unless He 
Himself came to our help from outside, we should 
soon lapse back into utter faithlessness. 

It is not my intention to discuss this radical faith- 
lessness of ours, although every other form of un- 
belief is ultimately grounded in it. I have deemed 
it necessary, however, to call attention to this human 
condition so as to be able from the outset to place in 
its right perspective the great crisis of faith through 
which we are passing today. 





*The above article was delivered as an address to the 
World Convention on Christian Education, Plenary Session, 
Toronto, Canada, this summer. Dr. Malik, who is a member 
of the Greek Orthodox Church, represents Lebanon in the 
United Nations as well as being Minister to the United 
States. 


develop constructive alternatives to Communism for 
many countries, and time for forces of disintegra- 
tion to work behind the Iron Curtain. This Stalinist 
Communism is so false and intolerable that a world 
built upon it will develop its own forms of weak- 
ness. When these are to become clearly evident and 
how they can be turned to the advantage of the non- 
Communist world it is too early to say. But patient 
building and waiting rather than reckless policies 
that invite a showdown with Russia are our best 
hope. A showdown involving two-way atomic war 
on a world scale might lead to the defeat of Russia, 
but it would in all probability leave a world so 
broken and despairing that it would be much more 
ready for totalitarian institutions than for the ways 
of life that we seek to preserve —JoHN C BENNETT. 


of Faith’ 


MALIK 
I] 


The present phenomena of lack of faith are legion. 

People are nauseatingly superficial: there is no 
depth in them. It is inconceivable that the stout men 
of faith of the past, meeting the typical modern 
man, with all his cleverness and chatter, will not 
turn away their face in disgust. 

Even the best thinkers cut a sorry figure. They 
are not lonely enough, they do not walk on those 
high, cold, icy precipices of which Nietzsche spoke. 
They are so superficial, so confused, so unconvinc- 
ing, so unconvinced themselves, so comfortable and 
happy. The hand of the Lord is not on them. 

But for the grace of God flowing through the 
church and but for certain glimpses of light reflected 
by the universities, the humble folk are without au- 
thentic guidance. But it is of such humble folk that 
the Kingdom of Heaven is composed. 

People trust machines and external things: they 
do not trust ideas. They seek action and results: 
they do not seek a state of mind. They are impatient 
with reasoned convictions. In place of the spirit of 
truth, a spirit at harmony with itself because it rests 
on ideas and principles, they seek sensation and ex- 
citement. They hug material things. They hug them 
as ends in themselves. They have faith in them. 
That material things are symbols of something 
higher, that they are sacraments of the world of the 
spirit, all this is strange to our modern world. 

The present world does not point beyond itself. 
Its mind is not elsewhere. Its mind is on itself. 

There is nothing above, nothing beyond, nothing 
in whose secret presence we are judged. Whatever 
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you can do and get away with it, go ahead and do it. 
If you are unseen, you are simply unseen. And there 
is no invisible law, no unseen judge who will surely 
reward or punish you in secret, whether or not you 
are seen of the eyes of men. 

The whole dimension of the invisible, the tran- 
scendent, the awesome, the behind and the beyond 
and the above, the ground and the condition, the 
original and the remote, the Presence, this whole 
dimension is practically lost. We seem to live in a 
flat world of our immediate senses and our pathetic 
fears. And joy is gone, the wonderful joy of fear- 
ing only God and putting the world where it belongs. 

We cannot then say that ours is an age of faith. 
On the contrary, we must affirm that there is a ter- 
rible crisis of faith in the world today. I believe the 
deepest view of our present tribulation is to say that 
faith, real creative faith, “The substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,” has to 
an alarming extent departed from the earth. 

And yet it is my belief that man cannot live with- 
out faith. If you give him the whole world but deny 
him access by faith to the unseen, to the hoped-for, 
he will become profoundly unhappy. Of all the tasks 
facing Western civilization today, the greatest, the 
most important is how to bring faith back to the 
hearts of men. 

Three mighty tasks challenge the Western world 
today. 

The first is the task of building up an adequate de- 
fense for the free world. The non-Communist world 
will be without excuse whatsoever if it does not act 
on the certainty that where Communism could strike 
and could get away with it, it would strike. Either 
the West is aware of its mortal danger and is pre- 
pared to take adequate measures to meet it, or it 
slumbers, in which case it is already overcome. 

The formation of the North Atlantic Community 
is a tremendous event. If the Western European 
and North American nations are given the time to 
integrate themselves into a closely-knit military, po- 
litical, economic, and cultural community they will 
constitute, by reason of the enormous spiritual and 
material resources at their command, a core of 
strength and health wholly impregnable to Com- 
munist assault. 

No matter how much certain sections of the West 
have suffered, I think it is fair to say that the West 
as a whole has been living in a fool’s paradise. Its 
estimate of the nature and magnitude of the peril 
and of the exertions it must take to meet it has been 
almost childishly inadequate. It seems therefore that 
any concentration on building up the military de- 
fense these days is justifiable. 


IJ 


The second major challenge of the awakened West 
is to stand, energetically and consistently, for those 
economic and political conditions whose absence has 
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been precisely the cause of the spread of Commun- 
ism and of the other corrosives of Western civiliza- 
tion. 

This means promoting real democracy, at home 
and abroad, where the people can freely and active- 
ly determine their own government. A situation in 
which the West preaches and practices democracy 
at home, while at the same time allying itself with 
autocratic reactionary regimes abroad, where there 
is no freedom or participation of the people in their 
own government, is at once unhappy and unstable. 

It means further that the West must share the 
material goods of the earth with the rest of the 
world in greater liberality. It is impossible for West- 
ern civilization to defend itself against Communism 
so long as between Moscow and Washington there 
are teaming billions of human beings who have never 
known anything except poverty, privation and the 
ever-present menace of starvation, and to whom 
Moscow means, truly or falsely, that an end will be 
put to their eternal misery. It is impossible for 
Western civilization to defend itself against the on- 
slaught of Communism so long as the standard of 
living in the United States is ten to a hundred times 
higher than what it is throughout Asia, and so long 
as the United States and the rest of the West do 
nothing effective about it. In my opinion, the pres- 
ent financial implications of Point Four must be 
multiplied literally a hundred times before any- 
where near the preliminary conditions for counter- 
acting the Communist challenge on the material 
plane can be fulfilled. This is no sentimental act of 
philanthropy; this is a genuine feeling of human 
solidarity in a magically contracted world. Also 
from the point of view of security and prosperity, 
it will pay in the long run abundant dividends. There 
is no getting away from the fundamental spiritual 
maxim: to retain the enjoyment of your liberties 
and goods, you must liberally share them with others. 
In that way alone can you penetrate and overcome 
that penumbra of neutrality which seems to be en- 
casing the Soviet world. 


IV 

Unless a civilization is sure of its ultimate values, 
its military, economic and political defenses will 
sooner or later be weighed and found utterly want- 
ing. Civilizations have perished not so much because 
they have been materially weak, as because they lost 
their soul and ceased to have a fighting faith in 
themselves as bearers of light and being to the en- 
tire world. In fact they crumbled materially and 
politically only because they had initially weakened 
spiritually. And conversely, a handful of helpless 
people gathering together at first as the scum of the 
earth, wearing a perfectly ridiculous aspect, but hav- 
ing been granted a vision of the truth, no matter 
how imperfect, and rising to the simplicity of faith, 
faith in the truth as they saw it and in themselves 





as bearers of the truth, have again and again con- 
quered empires and transformed the face of the 
earth. 

The absolute necessity for military, political and 
economic preparedness at the present time cannot 
be overemphasized. But precisely because the needs 
in these fields are so incontestably overpowering, 
there is a grave danger that the great requirements 
of the spirit will be unduly lost sight of. 

The greatest task of the Western world at the 
present moment is, concurrently with its military, 
economic and political preparedness, to articulate 
adequately what it ultimately stands for. The basic 
values of Western civilization must be brought out 
and proclaimed in all clarity, conviction, and boldness. 

It is not true that men fight best in self-preserva- 
tion. This may be true of animals, but certainly it 
is not true of men. Men are primarily moved by 
ideas. Grant them a certain vision of the truth, and 
they will rise to pinnacles of heroism utterly un- 
attainable by those who live and die only to preserve 
themselves. Men live by faith. Grant them a fight- 
ing faith whereby they are sure that the values they 
believe in are supreme, and they will move mountains. 

Communism provides a fighting faith, namely im- 
personal, dialectical materialism. But the Western 
world has a fighting faith that is infinitely deeper 
and truer than this primitive faith of Communism. 
Only this Western faith must be rediscovered, re- 
activated and reaffirmed. The greatest service that 
can be done to Western society today is to reawaken 
it to the positive faith of its fathers. 

The West, with the Atlantic Community as the cen- 
tral core, is the integral heir of the Graeco-Roman- 
Hebrew-Christian-Mediterranean-European humane 
tradition. For four thousand years profound and 
sustained interaction between diverse peoples and 
cultures resulted in this wonderful synthesis. There 
is no similar cumulative richness of spirit, no com- 
parable internal conscious reflection, anywhere else 
in the world. Communism has cut itself away from, 
and rebelled against this tradition and all in the name 
of “material progress”; and it is this act of self- 
separation and rebellion that is going to mean its 
undoing in the end. Once this residue of faith is 
reactivated and proclaimed, once the deposit of the 
ages is known and loved and believed in, then West- 
ern man will realize what is at stake in the great 
spiritual contest of the moment, and there will be 
no limit to the level of joyful sacrifice and quiet self- 
confidence to which he will rise. 


V 


I shall, therefore, suggest in barest outline what | 
believe to be the elements of the Western faith, the 
basic findings of the last four thousand years, find- 
ings which mankind can overlook or rebel against 
only at its supreme peril: (1) There is an objective 
truth to be sought and found, a truth about nature, 


man, society, history and the final things. (2) There 
is thus a natural law and order to which we must 
submit if we are to be happy. (3) There is an 
hierarchy of being, an order of values, a higher and 
a lower in the scale of things. Good consists in re- 
joicing in and obeying this order; evil, in trying to 
subvert it. (4) Human reason, thoroughly disci- 
plined in the cumulative positive tradition, is per- 
fectly adequate, by free and critical inquiry, to dis- 
cover this truth, this law and this hierarchy. (5) 
Man is free to be or not to be in the truth. He is 
free to rebel against nature. But as surely as the 
night follows the day, if he rebels, he will have to 
pay a heavy price by way of suffering and death, 
even unto the third and fourth generations. (6) Our 
freedom of thought, conscience and decision is some- 
thing absolutely sacred. It is by this freedom that 
we share in the perpetual act of creation. Take 
this freedom away from man, and he is immediately 
dehumanized. (7) The other person is never a 
means only, but always also an end. Therefore his 
humanity must be respected. (8) The human per- 
son does not exist for the sake of society and the 
state: on the contrary, society and the state exist 
for the sake of the human person. (9) History is 
not all in vain; we do not start all over again. There 
is a real, positive heritage accumulating itself for 
thousands of years. This heritage of truth and being 
is the most precious thing in the world. (10) There 
is a God. He is a living person. He created heaven 
and earth and has authentically revealed Himself 
in history. His essence is love, and therefore He 
both suffers and has suffered for our sins, and 
always forgives. (11) The intellectual and spiritual 
principles in man are supreme over any other prin- 
ciple. Thus our primary duty is to seek the King- 
dom of God and His righteousness. The material is 
derivative from the spiritual. (12) Man—you and 
I in the first person—is destined to eternal life. Our 
present life is a mockery and a hopeless unintelligi- 
bility without reference to the next. 


VI 


This body of doctrine is the soul of the West. It 
is what has made the West to be itself. It is a 
permanent acquisition of the human spirit. I believe 
heaven and earth will perish, but this deposit of 
truth and certainty will never pass away. This is 
the fighting faith of the West, this is the standard 
under which alone the West can be true to itself. 
And if a life-or-death struggle is forced upon West- 
ern civilization, this is the ensign of truth in whose 
name alone it can fight and conquer. 

People must realize the ultimate things that are 
in the balance. For what is ultimately in the balance 
is not this or that government, not this or that 
economic system, not this or that person who hap- 
pens to be in power today, not the home and the 
hearth and the children, but the dearest persuasions 
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and certainties of the last four thousand years. What 
is under ruthless attack is nothing short of reason, 
order, nature, truth, freedom, human dignity, his- 
tory, God, love, and the higher things. It is these 
matters, without which there would never be light 
and culture in Europe and America today, that are 
systematically undermined, ridiculed, denied, con- 
spired against. There is a determined attempt to see 
that they are eradicated from the surface of the 
earth. When people take in the concrete significance 
of their beleaguered heritage, it is impossible for 
them to remain any more in doubt; they will rise to 
the highest pitch of certainty and resolve. 


The tragedy of the present moment is that many 
people have lost faith in one or another article of 
this priceless intellectual and spiritual heritage of 
the West. They worship alien gods. The present 
crisis is fundamentally one of faith, faith in the 
abiding values which have been culled from the 
sweat and tears of the ages. And therefore the 
battle is as much against this widespread loss of 
faith within the Western world itself, as against the 
foreign enemies. In fact there would be today no 
foreign enemies at all if faith in the spirit and the 
mind had not weakened. The fundamental battle is 
against cynicism, uprootedness, self-estrangement 
and despair. 


The question is not merely to defend your values. 
You can never defend what you do not initially be- 
lieve in. And if you truly apprehend what these 
things that I have set forth above concretely meant 
and continue to mean in your civilization, you will 
never be satisfied merely with “defending” them. 
You will want then to share them with others. What- 
ever may be true or not true in military matters, in 
things spiritual, it is certain that offense is the best 
and in fact, the only defense. For mere defense is 
in reality halfheartedness and unbelief. Just as the 
Communists believe that they are not secure until 
the world is made safe for Communism, so the free 
world must believe that it is not secure until the 
whole world is made safe for reason, truth, human 
dignity and freedom. 


The reaffirmation of the soul of Western civiliza- 
tion cannot be only something intellectual. It is true 
the mind must first see these things very clearly and 
become completely convinced of them. The intel- 
lectual articulation of the supreme values at stake 
today—an articulation at once lucid, responsible, 
grounded, authentic, convinced and therefore con- 
vincing—is one of the primary necessities of the 
world situation. Western thinkers, poets and saints 
can do no greater service to themselves and to their 
own civilization than to combine in a mighty en- 
deavor to elucidate and articulate the core of truth 
in their common heritage. 


But we cannot stop there. The crying need for 
us temporal creatures is for objectification. A union 
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between men of thought and prayer, and men of 
action, must therefore be consummated, to the end 
that the integral truth of the West be made a living 
reality. There is no institution that does not stand 
in need of reconsideration and rejuvenation once the 
vision of the truth dawns upon the minds of men. 


Vil 
The task is not easy. Never has a generation faced 
a more stupendous one. I assure you it is useless 
for us to try to do it in our own power. It cannot 
be done. The Lord must oversee and inspire. For 
this is His world “and without him was not anything 
made that was made.” 


Consequently, if we love Him above everything 
we know or desire; if our sins, which are many and 
which will continue to be many, are not permitted to 
interfere in this love; if at the feet of His Cross 
we are able to shed tears of joy; if the cross which 
He graciously assigns to us is borne with gladness ; 
if when we are on the brink we call on Him and 
He surely comes to our aid despite our sin; if we 
bless His holy name in the morning and in the 
evening and when we taste hell; if we see His face 
in the eyes of the humble and the lowly of the 
world; if we know His grace and the power of 
His word; if we crave for the unity of His Church 
more than for anything else; if we pray and watch 
for His Second Coming; and if after being deceived 
by money and position and possessions and achieve- 
ments and culture and friendship, and above all, 
after we are thoroughly deceived by ourselves, we 
turn to Him in complete, unwavering trust, accept- 
ing everything, expecting nothing; then I believe 
He will surely have compassion on us and come to 
the rescue of His inheritance. 


A Tract for Any Time 
EDWARD L. PARSONS 


T is refreshing to pick up after more than a year 

a book which one had read with enthusiastic in- 
terest, re-read it and find it as stimulating and as 
relevant as when it first appeared. Dr. Schlesinger’s 
“The Vital Center’* is that kind of a book. It has 
lost nothing of its timeliness as eighteen months have 
gone by; it is no journalistic comment, good today, 
gone tomorrow. It is significant because while it 
deals with the current struggles of the nation and 
the world, it is quick in its insights and marvelously 
fertile in contemporary illustration. It is all that in 
the light of a penetrative and sound understanding 
of those factors in human nature which are perma- 
nent, always recurring as man wrestles with his des- 
tiny, endeavoring to create, to preserve, and to de- 





*The Vital Center, Arthur Schlesinger, Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1949, 274 pp., $3.00. 





velop a society which gives free scope to his powers. 

It is not the purpose of this review after eighteen 
months to detail the contents of the book, but one 
can hardly note its import nor comment without 
reminding those who have read it or suggesting to 
those who have not, the movement of its argument. 
The starting point is the obvious one that the strug- 
gle for a free society is today focused in the contest 
of Russia and the United States of America, the 
two great centers of power in the modern world, 
and it must be dealt with in “terms of that contest.” 
Remembering that the protagonists are representa- 
tive of ambitions, purposes, prejudices (and sins, 
the Christian adds), human traits which emerge at 
every period and in every society, Dr. Schlesinger 
appraises the place of right and left in the struggle. 
The right has failed. In a telling indictment of the 
plutocracy’s attempts to govern, to resolve the mod- 
ern crisis, he summarizes aptly capitalism’s affect 
upon society. “Capitalism in brief at once strength- 
ens the economic centralization and loosens the 
moral bonds of society.” The churches, by the way, 
or at least their leaders and conventions, have 
been saying that for a long time. And the left has 
failed. The ‘“doughface,” the fellow traveler, the one 
who dreamed that economic and political change 
can redeem man, the liberal who identified change 
with progress or who accepted appeasement, all have 
failed. The crisis remains and totalitarianism offers 
itself as the way out. 

The meaning of totalitarianism, the case of Russia 
(most understanding summary of its historical and 
psychological backgrounds), and the Russian chal- 
lenge to America and to the world lead on to dis- 
cussion of the rise of a new radicalism both abroad 
and in America; a radicalism more certain of itself 
and of the goal it seeks. That goal is the /imited 
state, the state in which freedom is the vital center 
and the state enters to protect and free men, not to 
take their lives and decisions into its own hands. 
Its “function is to define the rules of the game, not 
to pitch, catch homers or (just as likely) pop up or 
throw to the wrong base.” Such a goal cannot be 
won without fighting for it. There can be no re- 
laxation of effort, no minimizing of the Russian 
threat, no idea that ultimate permanent adjustment 
can come until the Russian experiment has discov- 
ered that “the democratic world continues stable 
and prosperous.” 

Complex problems meet us everywhere. Right and 
left, liberal and conservative overlap, cross boun- 
daries. Take the problem of meeting Communism in 
America. We are pushed to deal with it by its own 
methods. But no! we must maintain the constitu- 
tional principles of freedom. Guilt is personal, not 
by association ; it lies in acts, not in thoughts. Un- 
molested inquiry is essential. On this point the au- 
thor quotes President Conant: “There can be no 
compromise even in days of an armed truce.” 


This fighting faith finds its certainties in the two 
complementary facts of human society: man’s need 
for freedom if he is to achieve what is in him: “we 
must give the lonely masses a sense of individual 
human function”; and man’s need to realize that 
freedom in community: “we must restore community 
to the industrial order.” This is the summons to the 
disillusioned intellectual and to the man of the lonely 
masses. This is the democratic faith. This is the 
new radicalism which is “to restore, to center, to 
reunite individual and community in fruitful union” 
which draws its strength from a realistic conception 
of man. 


The commitment to the struggle is complex and 
rigorous, but, so the summons to the struggle con- 
cludes, “out of the effort, out of the struggle alone 
can come the high courage and faith which will pre- 
serve freedom.” 


If that is a fair sketch of the substance of this 
stirring book, there are three comments which seem 
relevant and important. The first has to do with the 
conception of the state and its functions. We have 
here brought out very vividly the thing which all 
human history seems to teach, but which is so hard 
for men to learn. Human beings are complex, fluid, 
changeable, diverse, and human society composed 
of human beings is the same. It cannot be com- 
pressed into a formula. It cannot live under the law. 
It always seeks unknowingly or knowingly salvation 
by faith. Again and again the right doctrine, the 
sure formula seems to emerge and just as certainly 
when the attempt is made to fit men into it, it breaks 
down. 

The doctrinaire personally, as every one knows, 
may be the most pestilential of persons, and doctrine 
as held by the doctrinaire is one constant and never 
failing block to real human advance. But the state, 
certainly the democratic state, is an experimental 
body. It will try here, explore there, be radical at 
one moment, conservative at another, but whatever 
the content of the experiment of the moment, there 
will always be the check of freedom, the test of the 
fuller life of the community. The life of the state 
like that of an individual is an adventure. It lives, 
I repeat, by faith, not by works. It is the kind of 
state which in one fashion in America, another in 
England, another in Sweden, is slowly emerging. It 
may be almost anything which the conservative hates 
but it won’t be Communism. Some planning, much 
stimulus, much protection, constant leadership; but 
the citizen’s final decisions are in his own hands! 

One questions however as one reads of those who 
have “failed,” whether there is enough recognition 
of the fact that these groups have a real function in 
a democracy. In the conflict of party and position 
many of them witness to ideals and values of first 
importance. The Quaker cannot wholeheartedly 
govern in a world in which force may be the final 
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safeguard of liberty, but his witness to the meaning 
and ultimate validity of moral power is invaluable. 
Perhaps even the “doughface” made some contribu- 
tion to his time. 


The second comment is a very simple one. It is to 
emphasize further the faith that man cannot live 
half slave, half free. That was true in Lincoln’s day. 
It is true today. For three quarters of a century the 
American states managed to find adjustments. There 
was tension ; there was struggle; there was no satis- 
fying and fruitful peace. In the end the tension 
snapped the bonds, and force had to open the way 
to reason. That situation faces the world today. 
Ultimately Lincoln is right. Freedom is man’s heri- 
tage under God. Man in his world-wide relations 
cannot live permanently half slave, half free. But he 
can do so for a long time; he does find ways of ad- 
justment. In fact he is singularly competent in mak- 
ing such adjustments. Many a person lives half free, 
half slave, surrendering much of his life to the dic- 
tation of a political or economic faith or to an au- 
thoritarian religion while feeling himself quite as 
free as his neighbor. Perfect freedom is service of 
God; and it is easy for men to find God in the idols 
of their own creation. But because men do seek in- 
ward unity, that which becomes fully satisfying only 
in God, the divided life must always be unstable. 

What is true for the individual is likewise true for 
the nation or the world community. We cannot ex- 
pect a world, free as we understand freedom, to be 
achieved all at once. The United Nations may accept 
a Declaration of Human Rights which is in effect an 
expansion of the very ideals which our own Decla- 
ration and Bill of Rights proclaim; but no matter 
how many nations translate such a series of pro- 
nouncements into conventions, the freedom they en- 
visage is still a goal. We must learn to live together 
with people who do not see freedom as we see it. 


In the present world crisis that means that the 
West must find ways of getting along with Russia; 
it must, short of denying its own meaning, prevent 
the immeasurable catastrophe of world war; but it 
must never forget that if man is to achieve what 
Christians believe God would have them strive to 
achieve Western man must hold to freedom ; he must 
fight for freedom; he must live for it, or as Dr. 
Schlesinger emphasizes, die for it. Neither the na- 
tion nor the world can live half slave, half free. 


The book moves on the level of political and moral 
values ; but on that level it is expressing in its funda- 
mental faith what would seem to be a normal ex- 
pression of Christianity. The nature of man—his 
inward and outward tensions, his aspirations, his 
limitations, his freedom, his ignorance and his sin 
are all there. Whether Dr. Schlesinger wishes to 
imply that that mysterious and complex nature is 
rooted in something deeper than what appears in 
man’s social and moral relations, I am not sure. 
In the introductory pages he says that society “must 
develop new equivalents for the sanctions once im- 
posed by custom and religion” ; but he is conversant 
I am sure with much of the best Christian thought 
and throughout the book, especially towards its close, 
there is a certainty and power which suggest that 
the validation of what has been said lies beyond his- 
tory, although history (if I may venture into a field 
noisy with the clash of conflict) gives witness to it. 
The Christian faith in any of its forms certainly be- 
lieves that the moral bonds which keep society to- 
gether find their ultimate sanction in God. Stability 
of social order is only transient unless in some mea- 
sure it reflects the justice of God. Dr. Schlesinger 
has not been proclaiming the Christian faith, but he 
has given Christians a book of genuine significance 
as they enlist in the struggle for freedom in the 
modern world. 


The World Church: News and Notes 


The Present Position of Refugees 


Dr. Kloppenburg of the Department of Inter-Church 
Aid of the World Council of Churches has prepared a 
report on “Refugee and Expellee Problems of Today” 
which is of great interest and importance. We print 
extracts from it. 

The time has come when it seems possible to give a 
more detailed breakdown of the problems caused by the 
existence of 12-14 million refugees and expellees in 
Germany. It now seems to be possible, after the several 
approaches made in recent years, to analyze the possi- 
bilities of a practical solution and it cannot be denied 
that the outlook is more hopeful than it seemed two 
years ago, if certain basic conditions can be realized. 

There is no sense in working only with extraordinary 
and alarming high figures of refugees, nor in focussing 
attention on the problem of the present eastern borders 
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of Germany. There is general agreement that the draw- 
ing of the Oder-Neisse line was one of the most unfor- 
tunate actions of the war and post-war period. Nobody 
knows, however, how to overcome the ethnological prob- 
lems in the East. On the other hand, history shows 
that, as a result of large-scale emigration, the receiving 
country in the long run derives a real benefit from the 
exchange. It is a fact that Western Germany would face 
a tremendous economic crisis if the refugees and ex- 
pellees were to return suddenly to the provinces from 
which they came. It is also a fact that many refugees 
and expellees have been assimilated in Western German 
economy. The figures of those who were killed during 
the war and who perished at the end of the war are so 
high that Western Germany would not have the man- 
power which it needs for its recovery without the refu- 
gees. Western Germany ought, therefore, to deal very 
fairly with the refugees. . 
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The figures of unemployed in Western Germany in- 
clude refugees and indigenous population. The share 
of the refugees is higher in the older age groups and 
is extraordinarily high in certain overcrowded districts. 
Redistribution of population is thus one of the most im- 
portant tasks for the immediate future. If, however, the 
problem of redistribution can once be solved, there are 
good prospects for the assimilation of the refugees in 
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the German economy, with the one exception of agri- 
cultural workers. 

The breakdown of the 3.6 million employable refu- 
gees show the following result: agriculture 971,000; in- 
dustry and trade 1,500,000; small traders and transport 
613,000; and others 497,000. 

The problem of those refugees with an agricultural 


background remains insoluble. Professor Griesmeier 
states that at least 300,000 employable agricultural 
workers will not find employment in agriculture. Mr. 
Middelmann of the Refugee Ministerium in Bonn gives 
a higher estimate, placing the figure at 450,000. The 
employment of the non-agricultural population depends 
on the expansion of German industry and on the in- 
crease in German exports. It must not be forgotten 
that in 1948/1949, Germany exported only 12-16% 
of the exports of 1936/1937. Favorable developments 
are now, however, noticeable. .. . 

Our conclusions are that the three major problems 
which must and can be solved are: a) expansion of in- 
dustry; b) redistribution of population; and c) hous- 
ing program. ... 

Due to the outstanding human and social qualifica- 
tions of the majority of the refugees, there are more 
prospects for a final rehabilitation than would have 
been believed some years ago. It is, therefore, impor- 
tant for Western Germany not to proclaim Utopian 
aims, but to make a very sober and common effort of 
all parts of the population, including a_ reasonable 
equalization of burdens, to overcome the hardships of 
the lost war, at least to a certain degree for those who 
suffered most. The difficulties are still great, but if 
the economic development in Western Germany goes 
on, and if international and a national effort can be 
combined, the problem of the refugees is not as desper- 
ate as it has been. 

International help is required for capital investment 
and for increase of German export. A national German 
effort is needed in the housing program and in redistri- 
bution of population, and also for the equalization of 
burdens. The task of the Christian churches will be 
to give special attention to the removal of sub-standard 
mass living conditions, to the care of children in sub- 
standard camps and air-raid shelters, and to the educa- 
tion and vocational training of these children. Finally 
it will be the task of the churches to see that the refu- 
gees and their need are not misused as a cheap slogan 
for ambitious politicians, but to work towards a realistic 
approach to a solution of their many difficulties. 


New World Council Film 


The World Council of Churches has released a new 
16 mm sound film on world-wide church cooperation. 

Titled “The Churches Work Together”, the film was 
taken largely at the Toronto meeting of the Central 
Committee, held July 8-15 in Canada, and is now being 
distributed to the Council’s 29 member denominations 
for showings before church groups. 

Among the Americans prominent in the film are Mr. 
Charles P. Taft of Cincinnati, Ohio, former president 
of the Federal Council of Churches; Dr. Henry P. Van 
Dusen, President of Union Theological Seminary; and 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, famed American theologian. 

—Ecumenical Press Service, New York. 
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